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_ COVERING TOP SECRET 
FOREIGN SECRETARY 


The Situation io Sooth Baet Asia 


The Foreign Of fie* on 30th May poa*d various 
questions as to typos of ailitary measures which _ 
tfould b« taken to stabilise the situation in South Bast 
Asia, following a failure to fora a neutral Government. 
I enclose the Chiefs of Staff answers to the questions 
asked by the Foreign Office, but I nust nak* it plain 
that the answers are in the broadest terns* and a great 
deal aore work will have to be don* on aany of then 
before accurate force requirements could be assessed. 

V* are aleo seeking the views of the BDCC Far Bast on 
soae of the Issues. 


2. I understand that this infornatloa has been asked 
for in case it should be necessary in consultations 
with the Aaerleans. I aa not at all sure that w* should 
discuss: any of these ailitary plans with the Aaerleans 
before 'the Cabinet or Defence Coaaittee has had an. =- ; •••• 
opportunity of examining the aasslve implications of 
alaost every on* of then. Probably the best ailitary 
solution is that, aarked in blue on the attached sap, 
namely to hold. the line of the Mekong River down to the 
17th Parallel, and then to hold the line to the Parallel 
itself. But even this is a major ailitary operation, 
in which large forces would be required initially with 
an alaost unlimited commitment for reinforcements after 
general hostilities broke out. 


3. Under these circumstances I do not believe that we 
should get involved in any planning with the Aaerleans, 
even on the aost . uncommitted basis, until Ministers have 
considered the. alternatives. 


4. I thought you would like to have this note to-day, 
as unfortunately jl cannot be at Cabinet to-norrow., as I 
an in Paris attehding the RED Meeting and seeing^Messaer. 
1 an working dnrfBg the majority of the Whitsun Recess, 
so I shall be immediately available if there are any 
further developments. 


r 


5 # I an sending a copy of this minute to the Prime Minister* 


l- 


HAROLD WATKJNSON i j 


a < 




6th June, 1962. 


I 

A 




■ ' • .« ' 


;992 


U: 


f 


i 






l 


1 

4 




! 



